KUMBAYA
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjNrNEbVFLI
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya
Oh Lord, kumbay
Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya
Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya
Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya
Oh Lord, kumbay
Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya
Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya
Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya
Oh Lord, kumbaya
Matthew 26:36-39
Then Jesus went with them to a place called
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here
while I go over there and pray.” He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay
awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I
want but what you want.”
Jesus Prays for Divine Intervention
In today’s scripture, Jesus knew He was about to face
cruelties which were too harsh to bare alone. Jesus
knew that the time was soon coming when he would
be rejected by His followers and handed over for a
horrific execution. Knowing that only God could
deliver Him from this predestined trauma, Jesus went
to the garden, threw Himself on the ground and cried
out to God for a supernatural intervention.

Week Three March 20-26

Kumbaya

Africans enslaved in America were daily the recipients of
cruelties that were much more than any human should be
expected to endure. In the midst of these cruelties, their cry to
God was Kumbaya. Translated, Kumbaya simply means “come
by here.” Kumbaya was an appeal by the enslaved people for
divine intervention. Through this prayer (song) the enslaved
requested that God would look upon their suffering and intervene.
Intervention For Humanity Today
“I just cant handle it alone!” This is the cry of many navigating
the world today. Like Christ and the enslaved Africans, there are
often times in our lives when we feel as if life is too much to
bare. There are times when we need a supernatural intervention
from God and our cry is simply, “Oh Lord, Come By Here”

PRAY FOR DIVINE INTERVENTION

Our bodies are tired. Our souls aches. Our faces are
drenched with tears. We are hurting. Children are dying in
the streets. Families are going without a meal to eat and a
warm place to rest at night. Our world is spinning out of
control.
This week let us set aside time to pray for God’s divine
intervention in the following:
•

COVID 19

•

gun violence

•

food deserts

•

worldwide emotional despair

•

disproportional distribution of wealth and poverty

•

homelessness
Oh Lord Come By Here!

LORD HOW COME ME HERE
youtube.com/watch?v=JiOxwAURbM8
Lord, how come me here?
Lord, how come me here?
Lord, how come me here?
I wish I never was born
There ain't no freedom here, Lord
There ain't no freedom here, Lord
There ain't no freedom here, Lord
I wish I never was born

They treat me so mean here, Lord
They treat me so mean here, Lord
They treat me so mean here, Lord
I wish I never was born
They sold my chillen away, Lord
They sold my chillen away, Lord
They sold my chillen away, Lord
I wish I never was born
Lord, how come me here?
Lord, how come me here?
Lord, how come me here?
I wish I never was born
I wish I never was born
I wish I never was born
Matthew 27:46
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”
Jesus’s Cry for Understanding
In those awful moments, as evil men were allowed
to do whatever they wanted to Jesus, our Lord
expressed His feelings of abandonment. God placed
the sins of the world on His Son, and Jesus for a time
felt the desolation of being unconscious of His Father’s
presence. It was at this time that Jesus questioned, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Week Two: March 13-19

The Enslave Cry for Understanding
Africans enslaved in America were taken from their home lands
only to be raped, beaten and forced to tirelessly work for free.
“Lord, How Come Me Here” is a song of deep lament, mourning,
and grief. It is also a prayer of complaint to God – asking,
pleading, for God to intervene or at least make sense of the
suffering and inhumane conditions which they were experiencing.
A Prayer For Understanding Today
“Lord why me?” These words are often prayed when one is
experiencing unexplainable harsh circumstances. We are often
dumbfounded as to why it “rains on the just. We often feel that
we are innocent of any sins that would result in our horrid reality.
However, our faith in God gives us the strength to journey
through the most unexplainable situation without loosing faith in
God
PRAY FOR THOSE EXPEREINCING
THE UNEXPLAINABLE
•

The person whose use of prescribed drugs to manage pain
lead to an addiction to harsh illegal drugs

•

The person whose home is destroyed by a fire that was
caused by an electrical shortage in their Christmas tree lights

•

The person living with AIDS

•

The uninsured person who is diagnosed with a terminal
illness

•

The mother whose child was murdered on the streets

•

The person who witnessed their loved one murdered by the
police

•

All individuals who are going through trials and tribulations
that are not connected to any bad doings on their part
Lord How Come Me Here!

Week Four: March 27-April 2

SINNER, PLEASE DON’T LET THIS
HARVEST PASS
youtube.com/watch?v=eR0JnKTGEeE
Sinner, please don't let this harvest pass
Sinner, please don't let this harvest pass
Sinner, please don't let this harvest pass
And die and lose your soul at last
I know that my Redeemer lives
I know that my Redeemer lives
I know that my Redeemer lives
Sinner, please don't let this harvest pass
Sinner, O see the cruel tree
Sinner, O see the cruel tree
Sinner, O see the cruel tree
Where Christ died for you and me

Matthew 4:18-20
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter, and his brother
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me, Jesus said, and I
will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their
nets and followed him.”
Matthew 4:21-22
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James
son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a
boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets,
Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed Jesus.
Trusting God
In the above scriptures, Jesus was calling individuals to
immediately leave their livelihoods and to physically
and spiritually follow him. These people left their jobs
at once; leaving their old lives behind. Answering this
call required a great deal of trust in God. However, we
know in hind sight that if these would have chose to
not follow Christ, they would have been giving up a
life changing opportunity

Trust When Choosing to Escape
Escaping from slavery was dangerous, difficult and frightening
under the best of circumstances. The possibility of meeting death
was a vibrant and ever-present reality. Those planning to escape
had to trust that the reward of possible freedom was worth the
risk of escaping. The enslaved had to trust…
• those who orchestrated the escape.
• their physical ability to make it to freedom.
• And most of all that God would be with them
The opportunity was there, but the dangers were real and some of
the enslaved were understandably not willing to take the chance.
With the hope of persuading those reluctant to run, on the eve of
their escape, the enslaved often sung this song, encouraging one
another to not let the Harvest (opportunity) pass.
Trust Today
There are times when God gives us the opportunity to better
ourselves, make a shift in our environment or even change the
world. Because the unknown can be scarry we are often found
reluctant. There are times when we want to move forward at a
slow pace and God wants us to move forward quickly or vise
versa. To move forward in such manner, we must trust God.
When we do not trust, we often miss our opportunity and must
wait until the next harvest.

PRAY FOR TRUST
Pray that when God calls you to move, you will have the
necessary faith and trust in God, even if the decision is
difficult and the victorious outcome is not foreseen

SOON I WILL BE DONE
youtube.com/watch?v=i0iVzoo-B5s
Soon-a will be done a-with the troubles of the
world
Troubles of the world, troubles of the world
Soon-a will be done a-with the troubles of the
world
Goin' home to live with God
No more weeping and a-wailing
No more weeping and a-wailing
No more weeping and a-wailing
I'm goin' to live with God
John 14:1-3
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.

2 Corinthians 4:8-9
We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us
with you into his presence.
Hope In The Scripture
These scriptures instruct Christians to find
hope in their belief of an eternal home with an
eternal reward. The Bible teaches that the
troubles of this world can not compare to the
glory of spending eternity with God. It also
teaches that in Heaven there will be no
weeping, pain or separation from God.
According to the Bible, Christians should
endure and live with hope because soon-a
will be done

Week Five: April 3-9

The Hope of the Enslaved
Those in power thought that when the enslaved sung about a better
day in the future they were singing about their eternal joy in
Heaven. Without a doubt, the enslaved looked forward to their
Heavenly home, however most negro spirituals were code songs.
And the enslaved were often singing metaphorically.
In the words of “Soon I Will Be Done” the enslaved individuals
was singing of a day when he or she would escape or be
emancipated from slavery. And “going home” was going north
where they could be free. This song is full of not only hope for
eternity but hope for freedom while still living here on earth.
Hope for Today
Like the enslaved, we sometimes grow, tired, discouraged and
weary. In those times, it would behoove us to remember that
scripture teaches us that weeping may endure for the night, but joy
comes in the morning. Some times our nights are long, cold and
weary. At times it may feel that morning will never come. Yet, we
don’t give up. Our hope is that through the power of God, our
“morning” will come and we will no longer have to endure the pain
and suffering of yesterday. Soon I will be done!

PRAY FOR HOPE
What pains and struggles keep you up at night? What are you
hoping for? What are you looking forward to? This week, we
invite you to pray a hopeful prayer for yourself and the
betterment of your circumstances.

Week Six: April 10-16

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PRIZE
youtube.com/watch?v=0ZWdDI_fkns
(this video comes with a warning)
Paul and Silas bound in jail
Had no money for to go their bail
Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on
Paul and Silas thought they was lost
Dungeon shook and the chains come off
Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on
Freedom's name is mighty sweet
And soon we're gonna meet
Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on
Hold on, hold on
Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on
Hold on, hold on
Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on
Matthew 24:9-13
“Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will
put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations
because of my name. Then many will fall away and they
will betray one another and hate one another. And
many false prophets will arise and lead many
astray. And because of the increase of lawlessness, the
love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to
the end will be saved.
Endurance in Today’s Scripture
In the above scripture, after Jesus warned the disciples
that they were destined to endure great hardships, He
followed up this warning by stating, “But the one who
endures to the end will be saved” It was this promise of
salvation that enabled the original disciples and early
followers of Christ to continue the work of God and to
“hold on” in spite of life’s difficulties

Endurance in thee Fight for Civil Rights
Unlike all the other songs featured in this series, "Keep Your Eyes
on the Prize" became influential during the American Civil Rights
Movement .The words of this Civil Rights Anthem were sung by
those who were determined to fight for justice and equality in spite
of the possibility or the probability of very serious consequences.
Endurance During Today’s Trying Time
Standing up for your beliefs is not popular, especially when your
beliefs are those of the minority. Often those with power, will use
extreme tactics to keep the marginalized oppressed. Still, we are
called to raise a sacred voice of defiance against injustices and
oppression even when faced with the possibility of harsh
retaliation.. It would behoove us to remember that the work for
justice, although unpopular, is at it’s core, the furtherance of the
radical all inclusive love of Jesus Christ. Prayerfully, remembering
this, will inspire and encourage you to hold on

PRAY FOR ENDURANCE
This week let us set aside time to pray for…
•

The essential workers who have seen the face of death
too many times. May they find encouragement knowing
that their jobs are saving humanity

•

The individuals in the positions to create, enforce and
legislate laws

•

Those who are willing to stand against injustice

May their strength Be renewed, their vision be clear and their
hearts are inspired by our Sovereign God to continue fighting
for humanity

